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Only by about the 13th Century A.D., we hear of any literary
activities in this part of Ceylon, when the independent State called the Jaffna
Kingdom came into existence, under the dynasty of kings called the
Aryacakravartis.,

This kingdom rose to the zenith of its power and fame in the reign of
Vardtaya Cekardca Cékaran. The King was a patron of learning and poets
and pandits flocked to his court. He established a college of liferati called
the Tamil Sangam.® Works on astrology and medicine were composed and
translations from Sanskrit Purinds were made under his patronage. The
works composed by the poets of this Sangam, it is told, were all preserved in
alibrary called Sarasvati Mahdlayam. This library was later on destroyed
by fire when a Sinhalese King sacked the capital of Jaffna.

&. scaoTudlldeenen,
Ceylon’s contribution to Tamil language and literature, Oct 1948,
University of Ceylon Review Vol VI, No-4
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G. Balachandran springs a greater surprise by publishing this research
on aspect of Thiruvasagam which, apparently, has not been explored by
scholars, hitherto. Being an Information Technology specialist and concurrently
delvering into the core of Thiruvasagam are two incongruent factors that defy -
contemporary ideology. Mr. Balachandran has, nevertheless, accomplished this
feat in a commendable manner.

- Brahmasri T. Kurusamy lyer (Batticaloa)
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This book by a young researcher and IT specialist G. Balachandran brought me
immense pleasure in making a tour with him to a historically important country
in South East Asia, Cambodia or Kampuchiya as it was also known. His style
of writing enthralled me very much as it combined visual representation in
words combining an effortless use of the Thamil language, restrained and yet

perceptive, is commendable.
- K. S. Sivakumaran
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